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« Electric Troubles »
(Vinyl Solution-Closer)

Les suites d’accords sont simples qui
fustigent les grilles rhythm’'n’blues.
En fait, ¢a serait plutot en rapport
avec de la new wave, sauf que c'est
joué trés vite. Ca a un son de guita-
res comme peu d’albums (merci
Alan Scott : Stupids). Ca ressemble
4 du hardcore, mais ga n'en est pas.
Les morceaux sont tellement rapides
qu’ils sont presque propices a la
méditation qu’a la danse. La voix est

LE BEL
INDEPENDANT

Tandis que les Bérus (Bondage) et le
Kid Pharaon (Closer) font toujours
bonne figure (grimaces ?), Les
Thugs, qui inserent leurs Electric
Troubles (Closer) dans Les 30, sont
les seuls a résister a la frénésie
automnale sur-productive des
majors. Partis d'Angers, les Thugs
ont fait transiter leur rock'n'roll haute
énergie par Londres (enregistrement
au Redwood Studio) et Le Havre
(Closer strikes again !) pour conqué-
fir le territoire. Attention, ils jouent si
vite que leur album tourne en

retenue, lyrique, soutenue par des
ouh ouh, pas du genre a briser une
cannette de Kro ou a roter en fin de
morceau ; oui c’est un rien élégant,
hypnotique et onirique, ¢a tourne en
45 tours, c’est bien a I'horizontale
comme 2 la verticale, mais attention
¢a va trés vite, bien que, parait-il, les
Thugs soient des mous en apparence,
ceci explique peut-gtre cela. Cest
sur un label anglais, distribué ici par
Closer, mais the Thugs sont d’An-
gers et puis quoi d'autre ?... c’est
excellent. Tout bétement. Trouve
rien d’autre a dire. Y'a des albums
comme ¢a. Ca passe. Ca laisse une
trace. Alleluiah.

Glllcs RIBEROLLES |

45tours !

LES INR OCKi UPT IBLES

LES THUGS
"Electric troubles"
(Vinyl Solution/Closer)

Axiome : depuis deux ou trois ans, le rock'n roll
made in France a plutt fiere allure. Fini le désert
h I, finie I'h des Rickent
ricaines ou anglaises. Aujourd'hui, des groupuscules
aiguisés quittent leurs caves provinciales par légions
% pour enregistrer des disques incisifs et entreprendre
des tournées-marathons... Bref, c'est
I'évangélisation tous azimuts, via un nouveau
compagnonnage de la guitare frénétique. Seule
ombre ‘au tableau dhonneur : une certaine
consanguinité millésimée sixties qui uniformise les §
rangs et seme le doute dans le porte-monnaie du
spéléologue. Rares sont ceux qui détournent les
2 préceptes pour en extraire une moélle nouvelle,
personnelle. Rarissimes méme. City Kids, Fixed Up, [
Parabellum, OTH et les Thugs (notre plat du jour)
¢ sont ces rescapés de la brume Rank Xerox et de la
monotonie binaire. Les Thugs donc, grands prétres
angevins de la strangulation rituelle, transforment
avec cet "Electric troubles” sans temps morts les
espoirs échafaudés I'an passé lors de la parution du
premier "Radical Hystery". On les savait uniques,
1 héritiers légitimes de la Sonics-connection et du fer
forgé brut de fonderie : les voici désormais rois du
speed et du premier jet substantifique. Propre et
échevelé 2 la fois, leur rock psychotoniqguc est le seul
alliage local'de préciosité et de déluge. Torride mais
W& léger. Compact mais digeste. Comme le démontrent
les rythmiques en cavalcade de "Bulgarian blues"...
Sans réserve.

LES THUGS

4 |Electric Troubles (Vinyl

Solution LP only)

THESE REDOUBTABLE French
ruffians had crossed my path
several times before | heard this,
their debut British offering. In
Genieve, a hip record shop

#l = blasted outa powerhouseofa

single which | ended up paying
well overthe odds for, in Athens
my eyes were firmly fixatedona
double album compilation for
Greek release only. In their home
country their name is legion,
synonymous with good tastein
much the same way asthe
“Buzzcocks are over here, in
4Britain there was no signthat
ne had ever heard ofti.em
enlly Itwas long past

‘-New Musical Express 28th November, 1987

' LES THUGS
LONDON DlNGWALLS
INFRONT of theusual 30 orsu

hmmemﬁgmvfmmyown
:Lightening Strikes, making
ramfuminghmo(mew
sub-Clash
garageband-landisms. Without
rsgmghanngmemselves Les

- Thugs' own melted twin guitar front

actually owes something to Shelley
and Diggle’s vintage 1977/78
Buzzcocks model, detailing the
same fluidly melodic, tailchasing
symmetries over which Messrs Eric
and Thierry fling more blurred R 'n' B
or purpleish-black punk block
chords and Huskerish harmonies.
Tunes, chaos, lift-off . . .

Les Thugs’ only weaknesses
remain alack of a projecting,
provoking singer and more deviant
songs. Otherwise, their pummelling
contribution to ‘87's everywhere-but-
Britain rock riches and '88's crowded
agenda must be marked down as no
lessthanvery IMPORTant. . .

Martin Aston

ngJ
«mbthgabotﬂsnfbo
guaranteeyou’ll have a rare old
time; and evenifyoudon’t,asa
seven-track mini-album, it
shouldn’tcome astoo expensive
athrilll (7)




- ‘aprés-midi en provin
dues d'avance avec ntrepoint toute
la frustration”du monde ok
Les quatre membres‘des Thugs vien-

mifliers - surgis du punk-rock pour aller
autre part. On o appris ensemble. De toute
fagon," on ne. sait ‘pas jouer johnny B.
~Goode:,.- Au-dela “des classifications et

2 Une approche qui peut’

sembler paradoxale, mais qui fes

che d'un autre groupe, anglais cette Tois-

i aussi chantait le & mal-étre »

. Manche’

enregistré 3 Londres en trois jours avec
Alan Scott, margue leur arrivée sur e

u départ qui témoi-
gne de 'enthousiasme généré outre-
dont fe reflet immédiat est
la participation récente des Thugs aux

*fameuses Peel-sessions : Il est bien possi-
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LES THUGS ‘Electric
Troubles’ (Vinyl Solution
SOL.S)*****
‘ELECTRIC TROUBLES’
must be dealt with briefly
in print because, in all
honesty, nothing written
stands a chance of
communicating its savage,
reckless beauty.

It's been over ten years

< since the last great French

rock ‘n’ roll band, The

| Dogs, surfaced. In the

intervening period, much
was tried and little stuck
until Les Thugs rescued |
France from its status in the
rock ‘n’ roll world as.a
poor, if well-meaning,
relation.

Les Thugs are a

] quintessential, fundamental
y rock ‘n’ roll band, as

important to the genre as a
whole as they are to
France, whose faith in that
eternal music they

vindicate. The sound is that z

«- faith being detonated at a

e

great height, plummeting
blindly earthwards in a
reckless spin.

Like people who are

=% panicked and suddenly,

inexplicably find

g ‘ themselves capable of feats

| ...{W
plus frangais des labels fondoniens, Vinyl | Fie
= Soiutio_n.'Unné

ble que nous soyons fes premiers Francais |

ire les Peel-sessions. En tout cas, si l'on

n'est pas Jes premiers, il n'y en o pas eu |

des masses avant nous.

Un'succes balbutiant mais mérité pour |

- “un‘album splendide, aussi inclassable que
- Véait « Radi

stery »,.son prédéces-
" clart

umineux qui
<train dans fa nuit.

of wondrous strength, Les
Thugs lift rock ‘n’ roll high
! and shake it senseless,

freeing a barrage of savage | i

sentiment and noisesome
power.

It is timeless and
priceless music,
unconditional and proud.
In fact, it is rock ‘n’ roll
born again.

RALPH TRAITOR
e 5 e-@'

Electric Troubles
Vinyl Solution SOL 5

§ Electric Troubles
% . Closer 0078 (Virgin)

Les seules raisons qui restent Ea
en 1987 de ne pas aller chercher |}

le rock'n’roll 12 ou il ne se

décline pas stricto sensu (le rap, |

Prince, Tom Waitsou BigAudio

Dynamite) sont au nombre de | B4

eux.
Lorsqu'on a bien sfr la chance

de tomber sur un disque qui §

apporte quelque chose de vrai- 5

ment nouveau dans le domaine.
Ne me demandez pas de noms,

/je n’en vois guere cette année... §

Excell surprise ég
avec les Thugs d’Angers qui
ont trouvé avec ce mini LP la
distance qui leur convient le
mieux. Leur rock se décline sur
le mode convulsif/électrifié, un
peu 2 P« australienne ». Ca va

rés vite, ¢a ne fait pas de ¥
3uamers, mais 12 encore le mur 8

e guitares ne sert pas 2 cacher §

descompositions creuses. Faites
le test du disque 2 bas volume

\ €couté de la piece d’3 cOté : ca

reste excellent.

Deux disques pour continuer g

d’y croire quelques mois
encore.. — YL.

ee'/2 Forget about The Ramones’ last set — If you want some real,
leathery-smelling rock 'n’ roll stutf, strictly brought up to *87 standards, then
Yyou can only go for Les Thugs. That's ‘Les’ as in France, and ‘Thugs’'asina
French group getting mean, threatening and vicious on vinyl.
Electric Troubles is worked out to a tee — riffs run like sleek electric trains,

carrying a cargo of open-gob harmonies and guitar-breaks as merciless as &

4 they are brief. Les Thugs sing about Dead Dreams, Legal Frugs and Bad News

From The Heart; all wonderfully thuggish at heart, but all sentiments that get
s buried under the relentiess charge of their streamlined runaway express.

¢ Martin Aston
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INCE ROCK "N’
ROLL released a
floodtide of musi
30 years ago, it has
flowed relentlessly on.
Uprooting traditions,
establishing new ones to
replace those displaced,
pulling up from the culture, it
overran all manner of silt
and debris to muddy our
minds and radio waves.
Now, the tributaries have

‘ s flowed back into one huge pool

of slowly boiling creation, still
vital yet out of touch with the
essential spirit of the music
that unleashed it.

But there is one less
travelled tributary that remains
pure and unsullied by the years
of in and crossbreeding.

Up this river the signs are
unchanged and although
navigating it is as much a matter
of luck as purpose, some will get
far enough upstream — past the
deadwood and sluggish eddies —
to deliver the real thing.

The lineage of previous
explorers in this elite stream reads
impressively: Elvis, Jerry Lee, the
Sonics, the Stooges, Suicide,
Husker Du. ...

The latest addition is Les Thugs

¢ = four young Frenchman who,
against odds difficult for the
coddled bands of America and
Britain to comprehend, have
battled their way to a state of near

\ a: rock 'n’ roll perfection.
]

NGERS, A small provincial

town in Brittany, is where

four years ago Les Thugs
began to induige their obsession
with the simple, direct art of real
rock 'n'" roll. Taking cues from
Buzzcocks, The Clash and early
Kinks, as well as raw rockabilly,
Les Thugs ventured forth, bound

RALPH TRAITOR travels upstream and discovers LES THUG,
splashing around in a turbulent rock ‘n’ roll pool. Wi

Frenchmen sink or swim? STE

by few constraints and no
discernible precedent.

The first Thugs communiqué
was the ‘Frenetic Dancing’ EP,
released unassumingly by French
indie Gougnaf Mouvement. In
1985, an LP, ‘Radical Hystery’ on
Closer, foliowed.

Now Vinyl Solution is to issue
*Electric Troubles’, the second set.

Listening to these masterpieces.
you have to wonder why in God's
name such a band comes from
France at all. French rock 'n’ roll
has aiways been dogged by the
language barrier, conscription,
economic realities and local
bureaucracy, not to mention an
unbalanced fixation with American
culture.

Les Thugs have been delivered
from the hazards of French rock

CONTACT:

Tel: 416029 01
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normal, the way we react to what's
around us. That tension. . t"
revenge for us, the revenge of 2
small town. and for us rock '’ roll
is a revenge.

“You sre onstage taking your
revenge on the people looking at
you. . you take everything in your
life and you biow it up onstage.”

HILE LES Thugs are
conscious of their
exceptional qualities and

the piace these entitie them to in
the lineage of great rock 'n’ roll
bands. they “don't think a lot
about it™. Carried out of obscurity
on the back of wild live
perlormances and a legion of
comimilted French fanzine scribes,
Les Thugs don't need to depend
on hindsight to vindicate them
Similarly, Les Thugs are not yet
fully aware of the ‘noise’ and
hardcore groups in the States
running paraliel to them, although
Christophe does refer to the ones
he's heard as being “100 tactical” —
meaning that they think too much.
When you see Les Thugs, with
lead guitarist Eric arched back
over his heels, a broad sneer
pasted on his lips. as he drives the
notes to the wall; when you see
Thierry and Gerald. the bassist.
packing Implosively back and forth
and Christophe hammering the
snare while a joyous smile plays at
the sides of his mouth; when you
20 home and think about it, you
ow — Les Thugs are the real
hing. playing music that has
owhere to go except deeper and
peper, away from tradition and
conception.
Back up the river, finally one
to submerge into history.
Before that happens, drink
deep.

Christian Bellet

15 Bd Carnot

49100 Angers




